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Information,  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooCoo — 

The  Saturday  news  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Wash- 
ington, D.   C.  ,  has  just  arrived,  "bringing  more  "bird  news.     This  time  the 
news  is  about  the  men  who  are  going  out  to  investigate  waterfowl  —  wild 
ducks,  geese,   brants,  and  so  on. 

Our  correspondent  "begins  by  announcing:     "A  long  cold  trek  to  the 
North  is  what  a  group  of  field  men  of  the  Biological  Survey  are  facing. 
Biologists  and  game-management  agents  of  the  Survey  have  already  started 
for  the  marsh  and  lake  regions  in  Canada  to  learn  how  wild  ducks  and  geese 
are  faring  this  season  on  their  nesting  ground.     To  reach  these  remote  nest- 
ing areas,  the  men  will  travel  in  polar  steamships,   canoes,  airplanes,  afoot, 
and  even  perhaps  by  dog-teams  when  they  reach  the  Arctic  regions. 

"But  this  is  all  in  the  day's  work  of  helping  protect  our  waterfowl. 
Survey  men  are  already  on  the  job  investigating  waterfowl  conditions  in  what 
they  call  the  'duck-hatchery1  "belt  in  the  United  States,  which  extends 
across  the  northern  Prairie  States  and  westward.     Studies  of  waterfowl 
nesting  regions  in  both  Canada  and  this  country  have  been  going  on  for  some 
time.     At  the  end  of  the  season  the  various  field  parties  report  on  their 
findings  and  then  the  Survey  is  able  to  tell  whether  the  waterfowl  popula- 
tion is  increasing  or  decreasing.     You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  last 
rear  was  the  first  time  since  the  studies  have  been  underway  that  the 
investigators  reported  more  birds  returning  to  their  nesting  grounds  in 
Canada  than  in  the  year  previous.     Up  to  1935  >  waterfowl  had  "been  growing 
fewer  each  year. 


"Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  where  some  of  these  biologists  are 
going  right  now.     One  of  them,  Luther  Goldman,  is  working  along  the  Pacific 
waterfowl  flyway  and  is  now  in  British  Columbia  investigating  lakes  and 
marshes  there.     From  this  area  he  will  work  north  through  the  Erazier  Valley 
toward  the  low  mountain  pass  in  the  northern  part  of  the  province  over  which, 
the;. biologists  "believe,  large  flocks  of  ducks  pass  on  their  way  to  Alberta 
or  Yukon.     If  Mr.   Goldman  has  time,  he  plans  also  to  go  into  northern  Al"berta 
or  Yukon  to  investigate  the  breeding  grounds  that  produce  so  many  of  the 
birds  that  use  the  Pacific  flyway. 
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"Two  other  "biologists  interested  in  the  Central  flyway  are  going  to 
Canada.     Both  of  these  groups  will  work  in  southern  Alberta,  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba  covering  the  waterfowl  region  that  in  recent  years  has  "been 
so  seriously  affected  by  drought.     This  year,  fortunately  for  these  birds, 
the  predictions  are  that  the  great  marsh  areas  at  the  southern  ends  of  the 
big  lakes  in  this  region  will  have  abundant  water. 

"Other  biologists,  among  them  Harold  Peters  of  Washington,  who  are 
interested  in  the  Atlantic  flyway,  are  going  up  to  survey  waterfowl  condi- 
tions in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  and  possibly  the  Gaspe  Peninsula 
of  Quebec.     In  this  region  many  black  ducks  nest  —  the  ducks  so  sought  by 
sportsmen  along  the  Atlantic  Coast.     About  the  middle  of  June,  Mr.  peters 
will  return  to  Boston  to  join  the  Arctic  expedition  of  Commander  Donald 
MacMillan.     The  expedition  will  go  to  the  northern  part  of  the  Labrador 
Peninsula  and  Baffin  Island  and  there  Mr.  Peters  will  study  the  Atlantic 
brant  on  its  nesting  grounds  and  also  the  snow  goose,  the  blue  goose,  and 
some  of  the  sea  ducks.     Atlantic  brants  have  had  hard  going  in  recent  years 
because  of  the  shortage  of  their  principal  food,  eelgrass,  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast.     Because  of  this  famine  and  consequent  cut  in  their  numbers,  no  open 
hunting  season  was  allowed  on  these  birds  in  the  United  States  last  year. 

"One  of  the  biologists  of  the  Mississippi  flyway,   Charles  Gillham, 
will  leave  about  the  middle  of  June  for  Alberta,   Canada,  and  from  there 
will  go  northward  along  the  Athabaska  River  to  Port  McMurray,  where  he  will 
board  a  plane  and  travel  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  the  Arctic  Coast. 
This  is  virgin  territory,  as  far  as  waterfowl  investigations  are  concerned. 
No  studies  have  ever  been  made  in  this  part  of  the  Arctic,  and  Mr.  Gillham 
believes  that  it  may  contain  the  nesting  grounds  of  Ross's  snow  goose  — 
■the  only  species  of  North  American  waterfowl  whose  nest  has  never  been  found. 
Mr.  Gillham  prohably  mil  establish  his  headquarters  in  this  region  at  some 
small  Eskimo  village  and  use  dog  teams  or  other  local  means  of  transporta- 
tion in  his  investigations 

"At  the  height  of  these  investigations,  the  Survey  men  may  have  3 
biologists  at  one  time  in  different  parts  of  the  Arctic  Circle  while  other 
men  are  covering  regions  to  the  south.     All  the  men  will  be  in  the  field 
until  the  end  of  the  waterfowl  breeding  season  and  are  not  expeoted  to  return 
to  the  United  States  until  September." 

T&at  concludes  our  weekly  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  Washington,  P.  C. 


